FROVIECE OF PALRRIC,

Repprt for the momih of May, 1043,
‘ublie Crder and “ecurity.

The staie of public orler remsins neraal.

The most serious erimes dore during this monih are:d
a double homieide a»d wounding by unkmown individuale; iwo homi-
eideg, the author of one of whieh was detectied; two homicides
were attempted, but the culprite were arrested; a case of man-
slaughter; = case of theft and kidnapping - the culprits wers
arrested; throe cases of theft with violence by unknown indi-
viduals; and two deaths caused by attempied alortion, oze of
whieh was detected.

During two reeent raids by enemy planes, seventeen
eonvicts escaped from the local prison; one of them, condemnad
to a 1ife pentenee, later gave himself up to the police. Greal
work has been done by the Royal Carabinieri to prevent violation
of the law, 8th July,1941, TWo. 645. Kany offences against this
lay have been discovered, ani the oulprits have beer denounced
and arrested.

In somparison to last month and to the same morill in
1942, the situation is to be vonsidered almost stationary.

Peasures takes by the police: arresis for weasures
of publie safety, To. i63; ordinary eautions, 4; sent fo con*
santration esmps, none.

Subversive and anti-national selivitj.
Ko oper sign of subversive and anti-nationzl activity.

" In the ghellers, some women, exasperaisd by the digcomfort derived
from the present situation and afier ihe gerious raid of the &th,

deoided to unite and go altogether to the Town Hall to protest
against the war. The women were warned against this plen and
dissuaded from puiting it into action.
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| !m arrest has heen made by the Folies for offence
- %o the Nead of the Goveroment, and twe people have Leen sent
Yo soneentration sacre for pelitieal reasoms.

fublie morale. 7
The events in Pussia, the occuvation of Tunisie end '

the cogplete expulsion of Italy from ‘friea, tice contipuous air

ralds on the varlous disiricts and tle consequent deadly and

destructive effeots, have furthar inereased doult as to the final

pucpass of the wamr, so that it ea: be said thal everybody fég€ls

that the eapecity of reeovery em the part of the \xis powers will

not be suffielent to faee the imwense war capagily of the eaeuy. |

Tie populstion 1s terrorized by the results of the
last sir raids and by the eertainty that nething can be done to
prevest them and much less neutralize ithenm.

The the face of such signs of lapotence there is no
one who does not feel the futility of the efforts that these
people are compelled to make, and everybody asks on what facts
the heads of the Axis powers base theilr geriainty of victory,
as it ie ikpossible to find anything with whieh to oprese
thig mfortmmate and haroie state of things. Tnemy propegands
uges the morale of the population as = handle, and by broad-
casting and leaflets dropped frow planes, freseuils an even
blacker pieture of our military eituation; trying to break
the capaoity of endurance cf the home froni. Unforiunately,
the arguments on which thie prnpagm_ada iz based find the people
no longér inerefulous ss in the past, beeause everybody believes
that the ensmy holds the initiamtive firmly in his hands, It
{3 the war that mskes itse®? felt here more strongly than else— @
whera, both besause of thc danger of the terror-sir reids ad Re
the ifPleulties of various kinds thet become worse every day.

411 aivilian activities are almosi paralysed; the
sity is pearly unrescognisable owing to the gerious demage
gsulfered. It is rlso almost deserted. Rescus work after
the air raids is also ineuffieient. The Civil Engineering
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hl h!k@ur%nant asts izthout organised method; technieal enginecrs to
| " @ireet and firms to do the work are also lagking. The shelters

i that have been hit have all eollapsed snd the population hae no
faith in the remaining oncs.

On aesount of the damage dore to tl:e water mains of
"Seillgto™, ever eginge ifwil i8th the gity o Falermo is slmost
oompletely without waler and consequently iz & very dangerous
pogition from the sanitary poinl of view. Iver sinee "oy 9th,
gas 1s lacking in the whole gity, cud in several areas almo
slectric light,

Railway traffic for the exehange of rroducts is alwmost
non-exigtent, so that food supplies are diminishing from day to
day in the whole region. Leans of transport are absclutaly in-
sufficient. ¥ear the tus stations and near the various helts
zslong the lines that are earrying on public serviee, espeeiamlly
at certain hours.nf the day, it is possille to see enormous '
easses cf evaguees that ocrowd and hang on to the coasehss, that
are actvally aseaulted. The trains offer 2 miserable and pite-
ous sight: eatile trucks edapied or aot adapted as subsiifute
esarriapes. Teople even hang on e the outside of the windows
arid on to the outside of the tricks, while other paesenzers as-
tually get on to ihe buffers with sreat dovger o their gafety.

Tostal and telegraph service is cerried on in & deplor-
able way. Post and telegroms within the island take at least o
waek to reach their destinztion, while to and froa the continent
they take at least twenty days. Thie, hecause at leasi hslf
the staff do not present themeelves for work ir the offices.
Pillar boxes in town, for want of traznsport, are not erpiled
regularly ard sre often so full of letters that enybody cac
easily withdraw them, ocausing seriovs repercussions on the morale
of the goldiers and their families who are often without news
for a long time.

Almost all poblic buildings - with work larrely &n
grrears - work little and bedly, with fierce oriticism from the
population that gives the blame fur 211 this solely to the Regime.
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Feonomie activity is paralysed: scommerce and industry
of any kind bave almost completely stopped in the town.

lkacaroni that should have been given ont in the month
of Maregh is beins distributed only now., 0il for the month of
Hgreh and suger for the month of February have still to be dip~
tributed. Two hundred gramoss of pulses per hesd that should
have beexn distribtuted in February were giver out in April emly
in the twn of Falermo. Om April 30th, a meeting was held at
Caltanipsetta at which B, Bcc. Tabrizzi, Secrelary to tie
:inigtry of jgrieulture and Forests,was present, anC the ‘refeects,
the ederal Heads and the Direstors of the provineial and seomomie
gegtiona, to study and apply the necessary mesns to get food
suppiies to Sieily and c¢lothes from other perits of the Realm,
It has been desided to augmeni railwey cormunicztions by motor
transport in the island, and slso to increzse mparitime transport
by suxiliary motor sailing boats, stopping to discharze in porte
of less importanes, botl to preserve them from enemy raids and
also to have ithe gools nearer io the plsces in which they are

rnecced.

0f these measures only the one concerrning the regni-
eition of about twenty uctor irausports has beern applied, but
the oars are not alle to work fur lack of fuel, and/or on aeeount
of damags. In the provines tkere are g=id te he 4,007 toneg of
macaroni, and near the coast of Calabriz there are about ten
emxiliary motor sailing vessels full of the seme goods, hesding
for the warious ports of the provincc of Palerms, Two railway
gonvoys full of oil and sugar are said tc be leaving the gonti-
nont for Sicily. The food situation is therefore pitiable and
might beccme worse still if the trarsports on the road were
hindered or dsmaged by enemy air raids. The police are erer-
gatieally trying to elininate the black market, nevertheless it
ig the only thing left that provides the indigpengably recessary
food that hes not beer distrituted for those who need it, Bread
and maearcni cost about 40 lire to 60 lire per kg.









